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HYACINTH BEAN

ticularly in Missouri. Some is grown
on the Eastern Seaboard,

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
The plants are hardy in all parts of
the Ignited States, but the best quality
is grown in the northern states. It does
best in the loams and heavier sandy
loam soils. The lower-lying soils that
are well supplied with organic mat-
ter and moisture, if properly limed,
are ideal for the crop. Heavy appli-
cations of manure are desirable to
grow the crop. Many growers depend
on organic material as the source of
nitrogen and supply potash and phos-
phoric acid as it is needed by the
plants.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: Seed does
not mature well; therefore the crop is
usually grown by setting in the fine
roots which are stripped from the
large fleshy roots as they are dug for
harvest. When the fine roots are re-
moved from the large fleshy roots,
the end close to the fleshy root is cut
off square, while the dp is cut at a
slant. These root cuttings are packed
in bunches and stored through the
winter by placing in moist sand in the
cellar. The cuttings are set 10 inches
apart hi rows 3 feet apart. The fur-
rows for the rows should be 8 inches
deep. The cuttings, usually about 6 or
7 inches long, are set in at a slant,
with the square, upper end 3 or 4
inches below the surface.

After the plants are up and have
made 3 or 4 inches of growth, the
roots are carefully lifted, so that the
tip of the cutting is not disturbed,
and the fine fibrous roots are stripped
from the upper 4 inches. The root
and tops are then again laid back in
place and covered with soil. This
procedure produces a straight, com-

pact root that is best suited for the
grinders. Branchy roots are difficult
to grind. The plants should be culti-
vated to control weeds. Either in the
late fall or the following early spring,
the roots are dug and trimmed and
sold, or ground up and placed in
quart cans until they are to be used.
The roots may also be stored in root
cellars or in a cool cellar under the
house. People have been known to
earn $500.00 from a half acre, by
growing the crop as a side line.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: There are
no serious pests of horse-radish. The
crop should be rotated from place to
place, so that it does not grow on the
same ground oftener than:every four
years. The white rust may cause some
trouble, but if no plants are allowed
to grow wild and the garden is thor-
oughly cleaned, there should be no
difficulty.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: Gar-
deners assume that because the plants
grow wild, they need not bother to
set a few plants for their own use.
However, volunteer plants usually
grow in grass and the roots are liable
to be stringy and \Tery bitter; such
horse-radish will not be relished. If it
is made from well-grown roots, it is
sweet and palatable despite its being
hot. For this reason, it should be dug
and replanted each year.

Hubbard Squash

See Squash

Hyacintk Bean

The Hyacinth or LABLAB BEAN
(Dolichos lablab] is a tropical bean
grown for its edible pods and seeds.
It is occasionally grown in the tern*